the treatment that should be carried out in those cases in which a chance of improving those prospects was offered. In conclusion he would emphasize three points:
(1) The possibility of the responsibity of the husband must always be borne in mind.
(2) It was unwise to promise a successful issue as the result of treatment; for though they might secure correct anatomical conditions, they could not. control their physiological working.
(3) The idea that every sterile woman should be curetted ought to be discouraged. In fact, no operation on a woman should be undertaken unless they were reasonably satisfied that her husband was all right.
Dr. R. A. GIBBONS said that Dr. Giles stated that the percentage of sterility in women varied from 2 to 20, according to those who had collected the cases, and he had seen figures giving a percentage as high as 23. Those who had endeavoured to collect statistics regarding this knew how difficult it was to secure accuracyfor instance patients had told him (Dr. Gibbons) when consulting him about. sterility that they had never taken any precautions against conception, and had subsequently confessed to having used them for many months after marriage. When Matthews Duncan and Simpson had collected cases, there was not the likelihood of error which now existed, because, in those days, preventives to conception had been practically unknown, therefore it was quite legitimate to take the figures in the Peerage. Now, however, so-called Malthusian methods, with their danger to the State, were so common that there was no accuracy obtainable in such a book.
Nowadays it was quite common for girls about to marry to consult their medical adviser as to how to prevent conception. This of course, had a most important bearing on the State, because fertility in women was the basis of the fecundity of the nation, of its growth, and of its importance in the world. The test of fertility was the rapidity with which women conceived, and it was known that the average fertility of fertile marriages during the whole of the child-bearing period in life was ten. Now it might surprise some to know that as a result of a voluntary confidential census among intellectuals, it had been, found that of 120 marriages, 107 were " limited," and that the average number of children of each marriage was considerably under two.
According to the tables collected by Bertillon, the annual birth-rate per thousand had fallen in Paris gradually from 104 in very poor quarters of the city, to 34 in very rich quarters, and in London, under similar conditions, from 197 to 63 per thousand; that was to say that the " gospel of comfort had prevailed.
It was said that the percentage of sterility was the index to the morals of the nation. They knew that congenital sterility was rare, both in men and women, but it looked as if they were becoming a decadent nation, for the number of children in each family had steadily declined in recent years. The births for England and Wales had been 22,417 fewer for the June quarter of last year (1920), than for the previous quarter. This decline could not be. attributed to the postponement of marriage, to decrease in the number of marriages, or to diminished fertility. Dr. Desplats was of opinion that in a. certain large city abroad one-third of the pregnancies were aborted, and they knew that Sir James Oliver had called attention to the danger of diachylon, Section of Obstetrics and Gynacology 335 which was well known to be used to procure abortion, especially in the north of England. Now taking the foregoing with the statement of Douglas White that three times as many children died in the nine months before birth as died in the first two months after birth, and of Dr. Routh, that the still-birth rate was probably higher than 3 per cent. of total births, it showed what an enormous amount of loss to the State occurred. Many of these deaths were of course unavoidable, but he (Dr. Gibbons) thought it their duty to do everything in their power to remedy this and save life. In his opinion, it was of great importance that newly-married couples who sought advice should be told that they took precautions against conception at their own risk, and that they could not break physiological laws with impunity.
In the case of the rabbit, if the doe when ready, was withheld from the buck through several consecutive periods of cestrum, most of the follicles underwent degeneration, and frequently, during the remainder of the breeding season, and sometimes for future seasons, the female was sterile. Surely this should teach them a lesson! He had had sufficient experience to say that he had known women who had started married life with a determination to avoid conception, who had years afterwards given up preventives, and had done everything in their power to cause conception, but had failed; and he had known women who, having had one child after marriage, had determined to have no more, who had subsequently changed their minds, and had been bitterly disappointed that all their efforts to procure a second child had had no result. Now this had nothing to do with so-called "one-child sterility," which usually could be traced to some puerperal trouble of the uterus or tubes. In these women, he had' been satisfied that pelvic examination revealed nothing abnormal and that the husbands were sexually sound.
He was certain that the majoritv of men did not know the harm which might follow the use of these preventives, especially to the nervous system of women who had normal sexual feelings, and he therefore considered it of the highest importance that they should be told.
Dr. MALCOL-m DONALDSON said he was most interested in cases of sterile women who proved normal on physical examination, and their husbands also, and wished Dr. -Giles had spent more time on the discussion of these cases. Dr. Dornaldson had examined nine women on twenty-two occasions to see how far up the canal spermatozoa could be traced, without getting conclusive results. Mr. Kenneth Walker had co-operated with him by examining the husbands. Dr; Donaldson asked Dr. Giles whether he considered that estimation of the acidity of the cervical discharge would be useful, and whether he had tried passing oxygen through the uterus to see whether the tubes were patent. He had thought that everyone nowadays examined the husband before submitting the wife to operation, but he had recently found aspermia in a husband whose wife had given a history of two curettings.
Mr. KENNETH WALKER X said that as he had examined the husbands of the patients in the cases referred to by Dr. Donaldson he would state what he had found. It was naturally a matter of great difficulty to determine the percentage of
